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slowly, and were soon much alarmed at seeing the
villagers arming themselves.    In the course of the
day we saw three or four boats containing refugees
pass down.    We saw also the smoke of houses burning
in the direction of Allahabad, and eagerly looked for
the steamer.  We received information that the steamer
was busy crossing English troops for the relief of the
fort.    At last we heard that the villagers had an idea
that treasure was on board our flat.    Evening came,
and yet the captain had not fulfilled his promise.   We
began to be afraid of an attack, and the captain of the
flat made all necessary preparations for defending the
vessel, and, in case of defeat, leaving in the jolly-boat,
which was lowered and got ready for that purpose.
As it became dark, we saw a large fire towards Alla-
habad, which continued for some time.   We expected
an attack every moment.    About twelve o'clock at
night we saw (for it was bright moonlight) a small
boat coming stealthily down the stream, keeping in
the shadow of the bank.    It stopped opposite us, and
the men inside got out and lit a small fire.   Presently
- we saw several men on the bank, which on that side
of the river was very high.   They came creeping down
to the men in the boat, and after a short time re-
- ascended,  crouching on the bank; for they saw, I
think, that we were all awake, and ready to receive an
attack   Watching them, we were quite unconscious
that a much larger boat was running down upon us.
The alarm was given, and that also was carefully
watched.   It anchored even with us, only on the oppo-